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regards all religions as containing the elements of truth in
them and enjoins an attitude of respect and reverence towards
them all. This of course presupposes regard for one's own reli-
gion. Study and appreciation of other religions need not cause
a weakening of that regard; it should mean extension of that
regard to other religions.

In this respect religion stands on the same footing as cul-
ture. Just as preservation of one's own culture does not mean
contempt for that of others, but requires assimilation of the
best that there may be in all the other cultures, even so should
be the case with religion. Our present fears and apprehensions
are a result of the poisonous atmosphere that has been gene-
rated in the country, the atmosphere of mutual hatred, ill-will
and distrust. We are constantly labouring under a nightmare
of fear lest some one should stealthily undermine our faith or
the faith of those who are dear and near to us. But this un-
natural state will cease when we have learnt to cultivate respect
and tolerance towards other religions and their votaries.

'Young India, 6-12-1928
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The Amils of Sindh are probably the most advanced com-
munity in that province. But in spite of a-U their advance, there
are some serious abuses of which they seem to have a monopoly.
Of these the custom of deti-leti is not the least serious. I have
more than once remarked upon it in these columns. My atten-
tion was drawn to this abuse during my very first visit to
Sindh and I was invited to speak to the Amil friends about it.
Though no doubt isolated work has been done in the direction
of removing this abuse, no organized effort seems to have been
made to end the evil. The Amils are a compact little community.
The seriousness of the evil is not questioned by anybody, I have
not known a single Amil to defend the vile custom. It has persis-
ted because it is a custom patronized by the educated youth
among the Amils, Their mode of life is above the means they
>can honestly command. Hence they have thrown all scruples